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Growing up
in the
Buck and Eloise Era

Sputnik The First
Class of '57 Early Childhood
Remembers Education (ECE)




Where every
student counts

“The teachers here interact with us and
reiate to us as people, and | think that makes
it easier to learn. My classes aren’t taught
straight out of the textbook. The professors
make the classes interesting and fun.
I've found that | really look forward to
going to class. Because the material
is presented in an interesting way,

| pay more attention, and | know

| make better grades.”

Jessica DIXON
Nursing Major

At Gordon College we care about our students,

and we help them succeed in a friendly, close-knit atmosphere

where classes are small and personal attention is a priority.
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know what condition the kids were in.” She said she
and Buck knew that Shockley was in the crash and this
in itself shook up the both of them.

When her husband finally came through the front

door, he was “almost in tears.” She said he told her that

Buck and Eloise graduated
from Gordon at the sume
fime except that she
graduated from high school

and he from college. They
it was the “most horrendous thing” he had ever seen.

He also told her that on the drive home, he and Albert
talked about how they could keep kids “off that high-
way,” Highway 341. She said that the two of them

met at Howard Knott's Café
where she was a 16-year-

old waitress.

loved childien, and “the thought of ours on the road

was unbearable.”

From what Eloise remembers of that night 45

years ago, her husband had no plan for keeping kids
safe, but in the morning, “He just went to the
Legion.” American Legion Post 25 quickly gave Buck
what he requested — permission to use the basement

of its building as a recreational center for young peo-

ple. The building no longer stands, but it was in the

Hugh Radford “Buck” Dorsey Jr. is 14th from the left, approximately in the vicinity of the northeast corner of College Drive and
middle of the formation, wearing braid.
Gordon Road.

Having permission, Buck and Eloise set out on the

fiest day to create the Rec.

“While we were getting the space ready,” Eloise
said, “kids would just drop by, curious. We'd tell them
what we were doing, and they asked if they could help,
and they did. Local kids would just wander in, and we'd
tell them we were opening a rec center.”

The wwo of them found a pool table and a ping
pong table, but the most memorable element of the Rec
was music, Their daughter, Linda, age 9 at the time, re-

members her father saying, “We'll start with records.”

Today Linda Dorsey Anderson remembers with

Buck's Gordon High School During Buck’s World War |l
senior picture. service.

a mixture of amusement and admiration how her fa-

ther acted on this pronouncement. He put the family

stereo and records, including her personal collection,
into the trunk of the car and rook them over vo the
Rec. She still remembers writing her name on the la-
bels so that at the end of the evening the Dorsey col-

lection could be sorted out from other records kids
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The first run of the Naney Hanks Il to Savannch through Barnesville from Atlanta in 1946. Cyrus Neuner is fourth from the right.

reading to second- through fifth-graders. Don Neuner's
wife, Karen, has taught for 24 years.

All three of Cy Neuner’s children, Sam, Sandra and
Don, attended Gordon. At the time, the school included
grades eight through 12 and two years of college. The two
boys graduated from Gordon

Football was a central family activity. On Friday
nights, they would attend Gordon Military High School
games. On Saturday morning, the family would travel to
the Georgia Tech game in the afternoon and make it
back home for the Gordon Military College game on

Saturday night.

Military High School and then
went on to Georgia Tech, while
Sandra went all the way through
Gordon Military College and
to  West
College. They all agreed that

then on Georgia

having their father on the
school’s board of trustees was not
the greatest influence on their
time at Gordon or their educa-
tion in general. They were
mostly influenced by the expectations and confidence
their parents had in their success. Family meals were the
rule, and the Neuner children ate lunch every day at
home. Don, the youngest, started lunches at home afrer

the fourth grade.

Unanimously, the Neuner
siblings believe one of the big
differences between their educa-
tional experience and the one for
people of today is strong family
ties. “It was very different then,”
Sandra said. “It gets back to hav-
ing Kebie and Cyrus as parents.

They had expectations, and they

gave us the support we needed.

They set the example; they gave

us confidence.”

In contrast, she s2id, many of today’s children
come from broken families which fail to set priorities
and expectations and don’t provide the necessary sup-

port and confidence.
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Military training at Gordon reinforced what the sib-
lings learned at home, particularly for Sam and Don.
Sandra and the other females who attended Gordon ac
thart time were free to leave campus after classes were over
for the day, whereas the males remained into the late af-
ternoon marching on the drill field and learning other
military functions. Still, she said, coeds were treated the
same as caders in the classroom. The educational
demands and rigor were the same for her as they were for
her brothers.

“I got a very good grammar school, high school and
college education at Gordon,” Sandra said. “T was well
prepared for West Georgia.”

“My first experience with Gordon was the eighth
grade,” Sam said. “T was scared to death.” Unknowing and
disoriented, he and a friend entered a room for military
orientation, but when they realized they were in the
wrong place, they got up to leave and were immediately
yelled at. “You boys sit down!” Instead they fled in terror.

Such mishaps were common for the uninitiated, and
part of the fun for those who made it through their first
year was to ensure mishaps for newcomers. Sam remem-
bered how some boys were told they needed to be meas-
ured for their rifles or that they needed a key w the
flagpole. Those following such bogus advice would be
not only reamed by the upper classman in charge but be
the laughingstock of classmates.

Both Sam and Don said thar they were so thoroughly

drilled as cadets that if they were ordered to march today,

"It gets back o having Kebie and Cyrus as
parents. They had expectations, and they
gave us the support we needed. They set

the example; they gave us confidence.”
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Mrs. Cyrus Millon Neuner,
formerly Miss Mary Cleveland Scoft.

they would easily fall into formation and not miss a step.
They didn't volunteer that they could still shine their shoes
to a mirror finish, but they remember the technique.
Apply layer after layer of polish, and then buff with the
top part of a woman’s stocking, the thicker part.

At this point in their recollection, Sam and Don
paused just long enough to check the look on their
mother’s and sister’s faces, and then started laughing,
“That’s where all your stockings went,” they said, getting
an even bigger laugh out of everyone on the porch.

Don remembered a time he and a friend thoughe
they could get away with skipping an assembly and leav-
ing campus. Despite their caurion in returning to cam-
pus, they were caught. “Dean Kirby was wartching us the
whole time,” Don said. “Our punishment was 1¥2 hours
of additional drill.”

Sam once had to run around the track on the drill
field with his M1 rifle at “high port.” In civilian language,
this means he had to run holding his 10 pound rifle held









Experts were predicting the Soviets would land on the
moon within a week. Edward Teller, co-inventor of the hy-
drogen bomb, was asked what we might expect to find on the
moon. He replied, “Russians.”

Barnesville's weekly newspaper, The News Guazette, won-
dered “why our USA Missile and Satellite programs are lag-
ging, when we believed them to be leading. Americans are
asking that our retarded programs be given top priority....”

Looking back from 2007, Kilpatrick said Americans even-
tually took up the challenge and
prevailed — something he likes to
associate with the Class of 57 ~
but he added that “50 years
later, we have descended back
into complacency — the Ameri-
can Idol’ era.”

Cherry said he reacted very
much like everyone else, with
shock. How could the Soviets beat
us into space? Why weren't we in
space first? He said there was a
competitive spirit of not letting the
Russians get the better of us, but
that competitive spirit didn't strongly influence his furure career.

“I only worked on one bird, the Atlas D booster (which
became the Saturn) while working for General Dynamics,” he
said. “After we put John Glenn into space, I left the acrospace
industry and went into the petrochemical industry.”

He said it was exciting to work in aerospace at the time,
Sputnik wasn't the only or biggest reason for working for Gen-
eral Dynamics. In part, the proximity of his hometown of
Rockledge, Florida, to Cape Canaveral determined the job.
Perhaps more impoxtant was that he had long had an interest
in rockets, space and. science fiction.

“The summer berween the sixch and seventh grades,” he
said, “a buddy and I read every science fiction book in the local
library. Every single one.” Much of what these books pre-
dicted, he said, has happened.

The first “official” sighting of Sputnik in the United States

was made by Gordon Little, a British astronomer, working at

the Geophysical Institute at the University of Alaska, Fair-
banks, atr 5:01 a.m. on October 6, two days after the Soviet
launch. Bud Tillery, however, may have made the first “unof-
ficial” sighting while on duty in the U.S. Air Force in the pan-
handle of Texas.

“The shocking news of the launch of Sputnik had just
come over my tiny radio as I stepped outside the barracks in
the pre-dawn morning, for a solitary smoke before I rousted
the troops,” he said. “The air
was magnificent, cool, and
clear on that October, 1957
morning under the endless sky.
Standing there, I contemplated
the ominous news that the
USSR had preempred America
into space. The feeling was one
of doom.

“Just as I finished my ciga-
rette and resolved to go abour
my duties, I took one more
glance toward the eastern sky...
and froze. Coming right to-
ward me, moving east to west, was a bright, twinkling, fast
moving, point of light. I stood transfixed as it grew larger and
brighter and rapidly vectored directly toward me. The bright
object looked ominous and threatening to me as it approached
my position, because I knew without a doubt what it was. It
was Spurnik.”

“Ah yes, Sputnik,” Carrie Nelle Moye said. “I remember
it well. T was parked in front of Druid Hills High School in a
‘55 green two-door Ford, with the man who would become
my husband in three years. We were both students at
Emory, just around the corner.

“We were astounded that night of October 4 when the
car’s radio music was interrupted by an announcement of the
USSR’s Sputnik. We discussed in awe what we felt the rami-
fications would be, and we knew our world would never be

the same.” &
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Get Jerry Stinchcomb talking about the new early
childhood education program at Gordon College and
you can't help but get caught up in his enthusiasm. It
comes across in his voice, his hands which constantly
gesfure and a giant smile that stays planted across his

face pretty much all the time.

At 57, Stinchcomb, a native of Fayette Counly ond now o resident
of Pike County, was happily retired when he was asked by Gordon
College President Lowrence Weill if he'd be inlerested in doing
some writing for the ECE program’s initial accreditation. Weill and
Stinchcomb had goften to know each other before Stinchcomb re-
tired as director of the Regional Education Service Agency in Griffin.

Stinchcomb, who has experience as a teacher, administrator
and even siinls as bolh an elected school superintendent and in-
terim school superintendent, calls the opporturity to help develop
the ECE program, “a blessing from God.”

“How many pecple get to work on a program from the ground
upe” Stinchcomb asked. "We're establishing a new program, a
new fradition for all the following classes to use as @ guideline. It is
s excifing.”

As interim chair of the early childhood education program,
Stinchcomb has called upon not only Gerdon College faculty but
also faculty of focal schools where the 30 teacher-candidates in the
first class will eventually be employed.

"It pretty much a parinership,” he
axplained. "The teachers and adminis-
irators are teliing us whal they need
and we are consolidating these
needs into our curiculum. Cur
godt is to graduate classroom-
ready teachers — students who
will quite literally ke able
teaching

to  begin
immediately.”
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Stinchcomb has clways wanted to be a teacher and was
drawn io the profession by Paisy Lassiter, his biology teacher af

tﬁl

Fayeite County High School. “She was just great,” he said.
always held her in very high esteem.”So did others. Of the 91 stu-
dents in Stinchcomb’s graduating class, 30 atiended college. And of
those students, 20 majored in biclogy - Stinchcomb among them.

"My goal at the fime was fo come back to Fayette County High
Schoai and be the head of the biclogy depariment,” he said.

His career took a slightly different path. After teaching several
years at Fayefte County Junior High and then af the high school,
Sara Goza, whom Stinchcomb says remains his mentor, asked him
if he'd like 1o be her assistant principal af the new middle school in
Pecchtree City. A few years later he made a successful bid to be su-
perintendent of Fayette County Schools. Leading the school system
through @ painful growth period, which included building the
county's second high school in Peachiree City, took its foll and a
bid for reelection wasn't successful.

"My heart wasn't really into the second election,” He admits.
"We did some good work, but | really wasn't sure | wanled to be
superintendent for another four years.”

But Stinchcomb has been able 1o parloy every career move
info a learning experience including his fime as headmaster at Flint
River Academy, a then 500student pre K-12 private school
in Woodkbkury before landing at RESA where he worked until he
retired in 2003. He also helped out as “inferim” superintendent in
lemar County for a short time while the system was transitioning
between superintendents.

So the word “interim” doesn’t concern him at all.

*| want to stay long enough to help get this program off the
ground and fo see the first 30 teachercandidates walk in gradua-
fion,” he said. “That will be such a proud day for Gordon College
and, I'll have o admit, for me too.”

After that, who krows? He wanis le leam o paint and maybe
renovate an older home in Macon with his wife, Jackie.

And then there are those three grandchildren whose very
mention makes that near constant smile widen by a few inches.
"Oh they are great,” he says. “Just grect.”







While Americans are accustomed to hearing of play-
ers coming from Mexico, the Dominican Republic and
now Japan, Germany has never stood out in the national
consciousness as a big producer of baseball players. Soccer
players, “ja,” but baseball players, “nein.”

So how did Dewald make it to Gordon College and
one of the Highlander baseball team’s winningest seasons
in recent memory?

When Dewald was 11, the coach of the Mannheim
Tornadoes came to his school
to introduce students to the
game. With the soccer season
just over and no sport to play,
Dewald thought why not and
tried baseball. He not only
had fun, but he discovered he
had 2 talent for the game —
two great reinforcements. An
addirtional reinforcement was
the proximity of American teams associated with U.S. Army
bases in Germany. American teams would play German
teams in exhibition games, and when Americans held tour-
naments, they would invite German players like
Dewald to be on their teams. This experience not only
honed his baseball skills but also his language skills. He
was soon on a second Mannheim team, the Amigos, and
by his second season of play, Dewald said, he was playing
for the national team of Germany, Deutschland.

His success has not come without personal hardship.
He said he realized his baseball talenc gave him career and
life experience opportunities, but at 16 he said he wasn
getting enough play time with the Amigos, something he
needed if he was going to develop as a better player. So he
moved to Heidenheim, chree hours drive away from his

family and his friends to live alone in a strange city,

While Americans are accustomed to
hearing of players coming from Mexico,
the Dominican Republic and now Japan,
Germany has never stood ourt in the
national consciousness as a big producer
of baseball players. Soccer players,

“ja,” but baseball players, “nein.”

enroll in a new school and play for the Heidenheim Hei-
deképfe (literally, Heathheads).

It was also at this age that he began speaking with his
Deutschland coaches about the possibility of his going to
America to play college ball. Many coaches for the national
team come from the United States, and one in particular
is the head baseball coach of Georgia State Universicy, Greg
Frady. When Dewald told Frady he was looking for a high
quality but affordable two-year college, Frady wrote his
friend McClanahan. In December
2005, Dewald and McClanahan
spoke and things began to happen
rapidly. They had to if Dewald
was to enroll for the fall
2006 semester.

Before Dewald could get a
student visa, he had to first be
Gordon,

quickly booked a flight, mee Mc-

enrolled art so he
Clanahan, enrolled, returned to Germany and got a visa.
“It couldn’t have been more perfect,” Dewald said.

Majoring in healch/physical education, Dewald is
already looking to the future to earn his bachelor’s degree
and go into sports management — that is, if the major
leagues don’t snatch him up. At the suggestion, Dewald
said he of course entertains the idea of playing in the
majors. Loving the game as he does, why wouldn't he? And
considering how baseball has helped him achieve his
dreams so far, why wouldn’t he?

Bur as much as he loves baseball, he knows thar his
education is also key to his future, so as soon as Gordon’s
season was over in May 2007, Dewald returned to
Mannheim for the first time in 10 months. While there, he
earned money to return to school, enjoyed the company of

his family and, of course, played ball. =
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